‘the tuture peace 1s being determined by the pol-

cies and politics being pursued during the war.

The “peace table” will be -faced with a whole

series of faits accomplis. Some of them, especially

= — —whrere theyinvolve puarge of whole parties and -

tendencies, may prove fatally irrevocable. Becausc

of Poland’s central position at the heart of
-— Furope; because of its precarious existence be-
tween two great powers, Germany and Russia;
because it was the first nation to say no to Hitler's
hitherto unchallenged expansion; bkcause it ex-
emplifies in the most intense form all the issues

~ for the immediate future of the world.

WHAT HA‘PPENEQ AT TEHERAN?

Here is what former Polish Premier Mikola-
jezyk told Anne O’Hare McCormick of the New
York Times in December, after he returned from
one of his fruitless cfforts to reach an agreement
with Stalin on Polish independence : s

He [Mikolajczyk] went to Moscow prepared to -
negotiate on the basis of the Curzon line, but found
no opportunity for discussion.. Stalin told him flatly
that everything had been settled at Teheran, and
nothing remained but for him to sign the agreement
already made and cooperate with the Lublin Com-
mittee. (Dec. 20, 1944)

And here is what Raymond Daniell oF e
Times cabled: e

of the peace—Poland has become the test case

UCTLIULAL. 4D 1L (U UT Wwuluecicu 4l ulal uic wnuzc
moral climate of the war has been steadily degen-
Jerating since Teheran?
THE HEART OF EUROPE

Poland—fateful fact!—lies in an open plain
between Germany and Russia. Russia-Poland-
Germany: that triangle of relationships is the
heart of Europe. When there is sickness there,
Europe is sick, and the peace and order existing
are a false order and a false peace.

‘When Catherine, Frederick and Maria Theresa
‘began the first partition of Poland in 1772, they
laid the basis for the Dreikaiserbund—an unholy

_ alliance of guilty accomplices, forced to work to-
. gether for the erushing of every movement for
- national independence in Europe, lest it prove con-

tagious and Poland arise from the ashes of part:-

_tion. It was that partition which made the Roman-

‘oys into the watchdogs of reactiea dn Europe, and
‘turned their once tolerant conglomerate of nation-

- _alities into a prison house of peaples.

Only when Russia and Germany finally parted

~ company over conflicts in other areas and wiien
_ paradoxically—both of theam suffered defeat in

World War I, did Poland arise phoenix-like from
the ashes of its desolatien.

With its history of a century and a half of sup-
pressed struggle the new Poland suffered inevitably
from an exacerbated nationalism which made
things hard for the minorities under its rule. It
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